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 TWO MINUTE TRAINING  

 

SUBJECT: PCB Waste Storage Limitations and the One-Year Extension 

 

Q: A customer generated a liquid PCB waste on January 1, 2016, that unfortunately was also contaminated 

with asbestos.  The liquid PCB wastes requires incineration but no incinerator will accept asbestos 

wastes, and the liquid PCB wastes cannot be stabilized to address the asbestos since stabilization of 

liquid PCB wastes is not allowed per 40 CFR 761.1(b)(5), i.e., no person may avoid any provision 

specifying a PCB concentration by diluting the PCBs, unless otherwise specifically provided.  The 

customer is pursuing an EPA/TSCA approval for an alternate disposal method of the PCB/Asbestos 

waste; however, the alternate method will not be approved until after the one-year storage limit is 

exceeded.  What is the customer to do?  

 

A: Per 40 CFR 761.65(a)(2), upon receipt by EPA of a written notification, the time for disposal is 

automatically extended for one additional year if certain conditions are met.  These conditions include: 

 

• Providing a written notification to the EPA Regional Administrator at least 30 days before the 

initial 1-year time limit expires; 

 

• Identifying in the notice the storer, the types, volumes, and locations of the waste and the reasons 

for failure to meet the initial 1-year time limit; 

 

• Documenting all continuing attempts to secure disposal until the waste is disposed of; 

 

• Making available the documentation of continuing attempts if requested by EPA, and; 

 

• Initiating continuing attempts to secure disposal within 270 days of the date removed from service 

 

Failure to initiate and continue attempts to secure disposal throughout the total time the waste is in storage, 

automatically disqualifies the notifier from receiving an automatic one-year extension. 

 

Since the customer’s waste was generated on January 1, 2016, the PCB waste is within 270 days of the date 

removed from service, i.e., 226 days, so the customer can initiate attempts to secure disposal.  Then by 

December 2, 2016, the customer must submit the one-year extension notification to EPA.  During the one-

year extension, the customer must continue attempts to secure disposal until the PCB waste is disposed.  If 

necessary, an additional extension may be requested per 40 CFR 761.65(a)(3), “Additional extensions”. 

 

 SUMMARY: 

 

 PCB wastes must be disposed within one year of the date removed from service. 

 

 A one-year extension is available upon written request to EPA. 

 

 The one-year extension is conditional and the generator must notify EPA at least 30 days before the 1-year 

time limit expires and document continuing attempts to secure disposal until the PCB waste is disposed. 

 

Excerpts from 40 CFR 761.65(a) are attached to the e-mail.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 

"Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620. 



  
 

FROM:  Paul W. Martin  DATE: 5/19/16   FILE:   c:\...\2MT\2016\051916.rtf   PG:  2 

 

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT”) is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can 

independently evaluate his analysis. 2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The 

author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone 

transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other text, or republishing it independent of its original source. 

 

TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT 

 

SUBJECT: PCB Waste Storage Limitations and the One-Year Extension 

 

40 CFR §761.65   Storage for disposal 

This section applies to the storage for disposal of PCBs at concentrations of 50 ppm or greater and PCB Items with PCB 

concentrations of 50 ppm or greater. 

(a) 

(1) Storage limitations. Any PCB waste shall be disposed of as required by subpart D of this part within 1-year 

from the date it was determined to be PCB waste and the decision was made to dispose of it. This date is the date 

of removal from service for disposal and the point at which the 1-year time frame for disposal begins. 

PCB/radioactive waste removed from service for disposal is exempt from the 1-year time limit provided that the 

provisions at paragraphs (a)(2)(ii) and (a)(2)(iii) of this section are followed and the waste is managed in 

accordance with all other applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations for the management of 

radioactive material. 

(2) One-year extension. Any person storing PCB waste that is subject to the 1-year time limit for storage and 

disposal in paragraph (a)(1) of this section may provide written notification to the EPA Regional Administrator 

for the Region in which the PCB waste is stored that their continuing attempts to dispose of or secure disposal 

for their waste within the 1-year time limit have been unsuccessful. Upon receipt of the notice by the EPA 

Regional Administrator, the time for disposal is automatically extended for 1 additional year (2 years total) if the 

following conditions are met: 

(i) The notification is received by the EPA Regional Administrator at least 30 days before the initial 1-

year time limit expires and the notice identifies the storer, the types, volumes, and locations of the waste 

and the reasons for failure to meet the initial 1-year time limit. 

(ii) A written record documenting all continuing attempts to secure disposal is maintained until the waste 

is disposed of. 

(iii) The written record required by paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this section is available for inspection or 

submission if requested by EPA. 

(iv) Continuing attempts to secure disposal were initiated within 270 days after the time the waste was 

first subject to the 1-year time limit requirement, as specified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section. Failure 

to initiate and continue attempts to secure disposal throughout the total time the waste is in storage shall 

automatically disqualify the notifier from receiving an automatic extension under this section. 

(3) Additional extensions. Upon written request, the EPA Regional Administrator for the Region in which the 

wastes are stored or the appropriate official at EPA Headquarters, may grant additional extensions beyond the 1-

year extension authorized in paragraph (a)(2) of this section. At the time of the request, the requestor must 

supply specific justification for the additional extension and indicate what measures the requestor is taking to 

secure disposal of the waste or indicate why disposal could not be conducted during the period of the prior 

extension. The EPA Regional Administrator or the appropriate official at EPA Headquarters may require, as a 

condition to granting any extension under this section, specific actions including, but not limited to, marking, 

inspection, recordkeeping, or financial assurance to ensure that the waste does not pose an unreasonable risk of 

injury to health or the environment.  

 


